TRIAL PRACTICE

ADVANCED LITIGATION SUPPORT: COMPUTERIZED INFORMATION
SOURCES FOR TRIAL ATTORNEYS AND THEIR EXPERTS

Winning kligation turns on accurate
mlormation, Having the nghl mdarma-
tion at the right time can oflen be the
difference betwaen winning or fosing.
A few examples:

AN atlornay representing a plain-
1iff injured in & beauty salon by an

_unknown hair dye needs 1o know
. lhe ralative markel share of the hair
care products involved in the suit.

Where is such information avall.

able? Can it be found quickly?

in a product habdity action, a
clenl’'s hand was mangled by a
taco machine, Plaintiil’s counsel
needs evidence [0 suppart the ar-
gument 1hal a warning sion shoukd
have been pfaced near the ma-
chine's feedear unif. 15 such 3 warn-
ing required by any governmental
entily? What industry slandards
exial?

Is a cllenl’s tinnilus Job-related?
What are the usual causes ol ring-
ing of the sars? Were tha noisa
lzvels 2t the client’s job site respon-
sible? WWho are the experts in the
figld?

Pressured by severe time restraints
an attorney, ina few minules, through
the use of an Inlormalon senice, can
starl to get answers to these ques-
licns 2nd within fwo weeks £2n rg-
ceive detailed reports with answers,

The inforrnation these attorneys
needed to build their cases would
have taken monihs 10 oblain just 3
few years ago — it it couid have been
obtained al all. With the advent ot
computer technology and growth of
therinlormalion indusiry, thousands of
sources of iformation from around
the world are now available to the
atlorney who knows how tofind them.

EASIER ACCESS

Whils the sources of information arg
rot new, the use of computer echnol-
gy has made them far morg accessi-
bie 10 today's attorney.

For example, the Natignal Tachnical
Information Service has hesn estab-
ishing reports from government-fund-
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ad research for decades on such di-
verse topics as environmental control,
the slipperiness of shoamaking mate-
Hals, arki health planairg. Yel tracking
down spacific information for many
years was g long and frustrating task.
Mow & computenzed index to these
reporis olten makes this information
available in minutes to the axper-
iznced researcher.

Thesg new SQUICES NoOW ara more
teadity available 1o attorneys due to
the development of the information
industry. While soma companias in
the industry specialize in collecting
specific types of information, others
are experts al finding and packaging
it.

Legislex Associates 5 an exampls
of a company thal colects specific
information. It monitors bills in g 50
states as thay make their way through
the tegislative process. The bills are
Indexed and categorized 0 alfow an
attorney to follow legislation affecting
his chents' businesses, 85 well a3 the
areas of law in which he has spaciak
ized. The information is avaliable by
subscriotion to the Legiskex dalabase,
which iz accessible through various
compuler terminzls an attormey can
buy or lease.

On the Federal iavel, the Congres-
gional Infarmation Service specializes
in collacting econcimic, social and de-

mographic information generated by
the Federal Government, as wel as
privale organizations, universities,
and state govarnments, What had
once been & mountaln of valuabke, but
generally unusable, data was irans-
formed by the comany's use of com-
puters into what many attorneys con-
sider pne of thar best sources of
tactual data. {t is now easy for an
atiomney to find reports on the affacts
of energy availability on the future of
the construction indusiry, the true
costs of clean air and water, and the
aarning gap between men and wom-
en. The service has literally put the
exparts al every attormay’s fingertiss.

LOCATION EXPERTS

Esoteric subjects which raguire ex-
pert assistance often defy definition
due to the dificulty in locating quali-
fied experts. Herg it one way an infor-
mation specialist can be invaluable.
An in-depth computerized  literature
search can produce a list of authors in
virtually any hield,

INFORMATION BROKERS

Several yesrs ago, it became ap-
parent that too mueh of a good thing
rmight be overwhelming, espacially for
“information oriented”  altorneys. It
was hard enough for the attorney to
keep up with his area ol expertise, kst
alone the areas he became involved in
on 4 project or case basis. Fortunaie-
ly, exceptionally well-qualified Infor-
mation brokars aré now available to
find and packape 3l types of informa-
tion tailorad t0 an attorney's spacific
needs.

These experts, often cafled Informa.
tion “retailers® or “brokers", are of
two types. The flrst have mastered
the ar1 of locating all types of informa-
tlon quickiy through the use of com-
puters, personal contacts and tradi-
ticnal research methods. The second
type spedalizes in locating informa-
fion in spacific fields such as hiclogy,
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patents or medicing, Either 1yps may
focus on serviting a particular markat
section, ba it businass, the lagal pro-
fession, or governmeant.

The information Store in San Framn-
cisco, for example, is a general infor-
mation broker which focusas on sev-
viging the California legal community.
The first has accass (o more than 200
computer databases. Its staff undar-
stands the kind of information lawyers
need to buikl strong factual cases. In
addition, the Informaten Siore has
the only publicly accessible WEST-
LAW terminal in San Francisco, allow-
ing it to assist lawyers with legal re-
search as well.

California Legislative Intent in Sac-
ramentd is an example of a specizgl
ized information broker. The firm cor-
canirated on collecting the legisiative
historics of bils [n Calitornia, Since
many Calllornia cases hwn on the
maaning of a word or phrase of a
statute, attomeys often need to know
the intent of the legislature In passng
the law in disputa. Califomia Legisia-
tive Inlent can supply the attorney
with reports ¢eneratsd by the law-
rmaking process which wil help him
determine what lhe members of the
legislative envigsioned when they
passed the statute,

Cther exarmples of general informa.-
tion brokers include Washington Re-
searchers in Washingion, 0.G., and
FndiSYP in Mew York City. Other
information experts who specialize in
a particular field include Fedaral Docu-
ment Retrievals In Washington, D.C.,
the Environment Information Canter in
Mew York City, Bicloglead Information
Service in Riverside, Califormia, and
the Research Group in Charlctiesville,
Virginia,

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
FRESNO TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

The Fresno Trial Lawyers Associ-
ation, uncler new President Rodnoy €.
Hargh, has anhounced plans 10 revi-
talize the Fresno chaptey by starting a
mambership drive that will double the
current membership. In addition, the
irst program for the year was con-
ducted March 24, 1982 featuring Ed-
ward R. Mosley, M.D., J.D. who dis-
cusged soft tissue injuries and
disability evafuation. in addition 1o lhe
mew prasident, the Milowing persons
have been elected as Officers and 1o
the Board of Direclors: Flrst Vice
Pragident — Judith L. Lund; Second

Vice President — Dennis A, Meudek;
Treasurer — Herbart 1. Levy; Secre-
tary — Glan T. Bashore; Board of
Dirgctors - @G. June Register,
Charles R. Perry, Eugens Biglow,
Roger T. Nuttall, Edward C. Valdez,
Paul A. Eisler, Richard P. Berman,
Joyce Gibson, and Michael E.
Browm,

Board membet Edward C. Valdez
has been appalnted Education Chair
for 1982 and is planning many new
and Innovative programs for this
chapter, [

SANTA CLARA GOUNTRY TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

The Santa Clarg Gﬂunt;r Trigl Law-
yers Association chapter of CTLA bhas
announced the following iist of Offi-
cers and Board members for 1282:
Fresident — Richard P, Capulto;
President-Elect — Robert von Rass-
feld; Vice Prasident — Fernando V.
Hernandez; Secretary — Charles H.

Kavailaris; Treasurer — Sianley F.
Leal; Board members — Robert A.
Catalano, Stanley F. Leal, Patrick R.
MeMahon, David E. Malnick, William
G. Priast, Jr., Vincent R. Ruocco,
Hichard O, Caparella, Joseph P. Di-
Cui¢io, and Leonard B, Sprinkies. B

A COMPETITIVE EDGE

To date, prmarily the larger law
firms have bgan using information
brokers. Sole practitioners and small-
ar firms should recognize that utilizing
the resources made available through
these experts can help them gain a
compstitive adge. In Smith v, Lawis
{1975} 13 Cal.2d 349, 118 C.R. 621,
530 P2d 5828, the Supreme Court
held that *an altorney assumes an
oiligation to urdertake reasonablks re-
search in an efforl to ascertain rel-

avant lagal principdas and o make an
informed decision as 1o a course of
eonduct based on an inteligent as-
sessment of the problerm.” The same
can be said for the factual research
which underlies and supports legal
analysis.

In today's practice, the smart attor-
ney must learn to utiiize all information
resources available. The competitive
acige gained in the process makes it
one of the bast investments his or her
cliant will aver make, n

Recent Caze Update
{Continued from page 58}
age - Bad Faith Procedure, C.C.P.
437c, Pub. UG, 200, 3602, 3510,
A6H, 3532

Sandier v. Casate 125 Cal.App.3d
707, 178 Cal.Rptr. 265 {4th Dist., Div.
1}, Declaratory Reliet Granted to
Clarify Arbitration Award

So. Cal. Pine Trades Council v.
Merritt 126 Cal App.3d 530, __
Cal.Rptr. _.— {2d Dist., Div. 5), Arbitra-
tion Award - Parties Bound, C.C.F.
412.30

Sprecher v. The Adamson Cos. 30
Cal.3d 358, 178 Cal Aptr. 783, Land-
ownet’s Duty $o Alter Dangerous

Condltiona

State Farm Mut. Aite ins. v. Lee
125 CalApp.3d 885, 178 Cal.Rpir.
432 (3d Dist), insuranca Coverage
Family Exclugion Clause - Cross-
complaint for lndemnity

Vahey v. Sacia 126 Cal.App.3d
171, 178 Cal Rptr. 559 {1st Dist., Div.
3}, Proximate Caueation - Burden of
Progl - Comparative Negligence,
BAJI 3.80, 14.64, 14 83

Wikiinson v. Hicks 128 Cal App.3d
515, 179 Cal.Rptr. § {2d Dist., Div. 5),
Mo Strict Liability with Usad Goods

Wilson v. fnlerlake Siteef Co. S.F.
24360; Hearing Granted MNov. 27,
1981, Case Below: 124 Ade. Cal

Appad 57 (3d Dist), Will Noise
Waves Support Action for Tres-
pass?

Zavala v. Regenfs 125 Cal App.2d
B46, 178 Cal.Rpir. 185 {2d Dist., Div.
4), Comparative Hegligence - Willful
Misconduct [ ]
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